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The Byron Fire Department will host its annual open house from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Oct. 5 at the Byron Fire Hall, 707 Frontage Road NW.

Children can take part in hands-on fire safety activities, including using fire 
extinguishers and fire hoses, watching equipment demonstrations, and learn-
ing how fire moves through a structure.

These activities offer an engaging way for families to learn practical fire 
safety tips and skills.

Byron Fire Department 
annual open house is Oct. 5
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The Byron City Council approved the 2027 preliminary levy at their September 8 
meeting.   The preliminary levy results in a tax rate of 60.07%, slightly lower than 2026.  
However, a lower tax rate does not automatically mean lower taxes for every property 
owner. Property taxes are based on both a property’s value and the tax rates set. As a 
result, the actual impact will vary from property to property. 

According to Finance Di- rector Cami Reber, Byron’s 
net tax capacity increased by 5.3%.  New construction and 
property improvements add- ed $17.3 million to taxable 
market values.  Because property values across the 
city increased, some resi- dents may see their property 
taxes increase even though the city council approved a 
lower preliminary tax rate. Residents will see estimates for their individual property 
when proposed tax statements are mailed by the county later this year. Those state-
ments will include taxes proposed by the city, county, school district, and other taxing 
districts, showing how each rate affects a taxable property.

The preliminary levy helps fund city services and reflects rising costs, including 
employee wages and benefits, the addition of a recreation coordinator position, and 
general operating expenses.  Residents may discuss the city taxes proposed for their 
property during the Truth in Taxation hearing scheduled for 6 p.m. on Dec. 8 at Byron 
City Hall, 680 Byron Main Ct NE. Following the hearing, the Council will adopt a final 
budget, which may be reduced but cannot be increased from the preliminary amount.

Byron Council approves preliminary levy

Staff members of the city of Byron would like to thank the 
businesses and organizations that purchased advertising ban-
ners this year for display on the outfield fences at the Byron 
Community Recreation Complex, 1650 Fourth St. NE, and Old 
Towne Park, 126 Byron Ave. N. This year, 14 groups purchased 
a total of 16 banners. Businesses and organizations interested 

in purchasing a banner for next year’s season can pick up an application at the Byron 
City Hall, 680 Byron Main Ct. NE, or download one from the city’s website. https://
tinyurl.com/52ppubec

Banner revenue will help fund new scoreboards for the fields at the Byron Commu-
nity Recreation Complex.

Thank You to banner sponsors

Byron’s second annual BrewBQ brought the community together Sept. 12 at the By-
ron Community Recreation Center to raise funds for Paws and Claws Humane Society 
of Rochester. The event took place in ideal weather and offered food, beer, music, yard 
games for students, and opportunities to meet animals from Paws and Claws.

Food vendors Oak and Embers Smoke Show, Chip Shots, and Fuzzy’s Italian Ice 
served food throughout the afternoon while Jack’s Bottle Shop provided a tap trailer 
featuring 10 varieties of draft beer from Minnesota craft brewers for patrons to sample.

Live music continued during the noon-to-4 p.m. event, with members of the bands 
Atari, Night Train Crew, and 9 O’Clock Curfew performing for the audience. Represen-
tatives from Paws and Claws also brought cats, kittens, and dogs for people to meet.

Midway through the festival, trophies were awarded to the top teams in the smoked 
ribs contest. Six judges sampled ribs prepared by the entrants before selecting the 
winners. Fareway Meat and Grocery provided the ribs. Other sponsors included Elias 
Construction and Pure Rock Studios, which handled the sound engineering.

The event was organized by members of Byron’s Diversity and Inclusion Council, 
which also organizes the summer concert series and winter Open Mic nights.

Annual Byron BrewBQ draws community support for Paws and Claws

The winner of the ribs 
contest was Byron resi-
dent Ammon Fawson.  

Judges were: (from 
left side of table): Nate 
Walbruch, Byron School 
District Superinten-
dent; Heather Holmes, 
former school board 
member; Jason Pahl, 
Jack’s Bottle Shop; hat, 
Gretta Becay, Exec. Dir., 
Byron Area Chamber of 
Commerce; Jim Nich-
olas, owner Wildwood 
Sports Bar and Grills in 
Byron and Rochester; 
and Alyssa Bale, rep-
resentative from Paws 
and Claws.

https://cityofbyronmn.gov
https://tinyurl.com/52ppubec
https://tinyurl.com/52ppubec


Call Byron City Hall at 775-3400 to have the latest edition of the Byron Community News sent to your inbox OR pick up a copy at Byron City Hall.
• Byron Community News layout by Mind to Message Print Design •

Since students are back in schools, commutes are busier. There are more 
pedestrians and more vehicles on their way to and from our schools. Please 
remember to:
• Always stop for school buses with red flashing lights.
• Slow down and obey school zone speed limits.
• Watch for students crossing streets and walking near roadways.
• Stay focused and avoid distractions while driving

Also, the State Department of Transportation reminds pedestrians:
• Please use marked crosswalks whenever possible and make eye contact with 

drivers before stepping off the curb.
• Keep your head up and your phone down. Keep your eyes off your device

while crossing streets or walking through parking lots. 
• Listen up. If you walk with headphones, keep the volume low or leave one 
 ear free so you stay aware of traffic.

The Minnesota Legislature recently 
passed legislation to include a Minneso-
ta constitutional amendment question on 
the fall election ballot. The question will 
read:

“Shall the Minnesota Constitution be 
amended to increase the funding going 
to all school districts from the permanent 
school fund, which is a fund that supports 
school districts without raising individual 
income or property taxes, effective July 
1, 2027?”

The amendment affects the Minnesota 
Constitution, which governs the state’s 
permanent school fund. The fund gener-
ates most of its revenue from land man-
agement activities on land granted to the 
state by the federal government. It had an 
estimated value of $2.3 billion in 2025.

Currently, Minnesota school districts 
receive 2.5% of the permanent school 
fund’s net asset value each year. The 
amendment would increase the distri-
bution amount to 4.5% of the three-year 
average value of the fund, increasing 
funding to school districts and charter 
schools on a per-pupil basis. However, 
the amendment may mean that annual 

November ballot 
includes school 
funding amendment

withdrawals dip into the fund’s capital 
gains instead of relying solely on the 
fund’s interest and dividends. 

A majority of election voters must vote 
“yes” on the question for the proposed 
amendment to take effect. If a voter 
leaves the ballot question blank, this 
counts as a “no” vote.

Potential Impact 
for Byron Public Schools

Byron Public Schools received approx-
imately $158,680.73 from the fund last 
year. Byron School District Superinten-
dent Nate Walbruch recently explained 
that the proposed change would increase 
the distribution from about $68 per stu-
dent to about $96 per student, which 
could provide Byron with an additional 
$64,780.47 in revenue.

The state Department of Transportation reminds us:
• Slow down when approaching a roundabout. 
• Yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk when entering and exiting the roundabout. 
• Yield to vehicles already in the roundabout. Merge into the traffic flow when it is safe.
• Continue through the roundabout until you reach your exit. Do not stop or pass in a 
 roundabout.
• Exit the roundabout immediately if an emergency vehicle approaches and then pull 
 over. Do not stop in the roundabout.
• Give large trucks extra space in a roundabout. Large trucks may straddle both lanes 
 while driving through a multi-lane roundabout or use the truck apron on the center 
island if needed.

Roundabouts have been shown to be the safest type of intersection control at the right 
location. MnDOT explains, “There has been an 86 percent decrease in fatal crashes, an 
83 percent decrease in life-altering injury crashes and a 42 percent overall decrease in 
the injury crash rate at intersections with roundabouts. They handle high levels of traffic 
with less delay than most stop signs or signals. They slow traffic so entering and exiting 
are easier and more efficient, and where roundabouts replace signals, idling decreases 
and reduces vehicle emissions and fuel consumption by 30 percent or more.”

This is the third roundabout in Byron; all of which keep traffic on 10th Ave NE moving 
smoothly. 

 

Byron’s newest 
roundabout 
is open

Schools are open; 
remember 
safety guidelines 


